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It has been said that, "Golf was born in Scotland, developed in America and ruined in
Japan”. When we look at the state of Japanese golf in the 21st century, we have to

admit that the statement contains more than a grain of truth.

Some golf course owners are not taking responsibility for the large deposits they have
collected from golfers. Some are still positive about two greens. Only 15% of
Japanese golfers have a handicap despite the fact that we have a playing population
second only to the U.S. Some professional golfers do not realize the importance for
them of amateur golfers as customers. Japan is the only country in the world in which
golfers are burdened with an unreasonable golf course use tax. More respect is paid to
proficiency in playing than to rules and manners. And so forth. With all these facts,

we can but admit the truth of the phrase "ruined in Japan".

So can we leave Japanese golf to take its own course?

In fact, the 16 golf organizations do understand the need to improve the current
situation of golf in Japan and have been taking steps to revitalize the industry,
including the Golf Summit Conference. However, their efforts so far have tended to
concentrate more on the quantitative side, for example, increasing the number of
players in their early youth. Greater attention now needs to be directed to qualitative

improvements.

As | have emphasized on many occasions, the game of golf is a fight against the course,
or against nature. You could also say it's a fight against yourself. If you don't know
your own self or have sufficient self-control, you won't be able to make full use of your
abilities. In fact, golf is a sport that requires you to take full responsibility for what

you do.

We must respect nature. We must not inconvenience others. We must observe rules
and manners without having to be told. We must go back to the basics of golf. Our
slogan, "Golfing Renaissance”, reflects exactly the nature of our mission. | strongly
believe that the JSGCA, as an organization of golf course architects, has the duty to

take the initiative in making this slogan reality.



